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eye was turned on the hitherto unobserved guest, who
honestly looked as much astonished as any one in the
company. The President continued, "Yes, Sir, the up-
land rice which you sent from Algiers, and which thus
far succeeds, will, when generally adopted by the plant-
ers, prove an inestimable blessing to our Southern
states." At once, Mr. C. who had been a mere cypher
in this intelligent circle, became a person of importance
and took a large share in the conversation that ensued.
When Mr. Jefferson took up his residence in Wash-
ington, on becoming the President of the U. S. he did
not forget that he was a fellow citizen of its inhabitants.
While Congress was in session, his invitations were lim-
ited to the members of this body, to official characters and           j
to strangers of distinction. But during its recess, the I
respectable citizens of Alexandria, George Town and           i
Washington were generally and frequently invited to j
his table. On one occasion the Mayor of George Town
and his wife were among the guests and the place of           i
honor, on Mr. Jefferson's right hand was assigned to her. j
She was a plain, uneducated woman, but wishing to do           ;
her prettiest, she thought she must talk to the President I
and having heard his name in some way, though she           j
knew not how, coupled with Carter's mountain, she made
a still more awkward inquiry of him, than Madm Talley-           i
rand made of Volney when he dined at her husband's
table, for turning' to Mr, Jefferson, she asked him if he
did not live close by Carter's mountain." i "Very close,"
he replied, "it is the adjoining mountain to Monticcllo."
"I suppose its a very convenient pleasant place," pcr-

1 During the revolution the British under Tarlton invaded Charlottes-
ville where the legislature was temporarily sitting, and Jefferson, who was
Governor of Virginia at the time, fled to darter's Mountain to avoid capture,
His enemies said he was a coward, but he would have been a fool if he had
not run away.

